
 

     

Our Ref.:2199 

 

1 November 2017 

 

 

Eleanor Moss 

Planning Services 

Colchester Borough Council 

Town Hall 

Colchester, Essex, CO1 1FR 

 

 

Dear Ms Moss, 

 
Headgate Theatre, 14 Chapel Street North, Colchester CO2 7AT 

Application Ref: 172616 

 

I write regarding the above planning application for the change of use of the former Taylors 

restaurant to a new rehearsal studio for the Headgate Theatre and associated internal 

alterations. The Theatres Trust supports the application. Please see our advice below. 

Remit: The Theatres Trust is the national advisory public body for theatres. We champion the 

past, present and future of live theatre, by protecting the buildings and what goes on inside. 

We were established through the Theatres Trust Act 1976 ‘to promote the better protection of 

theatres’ and provide statutory planning advice on theatre buildings and theatre use through 

The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 

2015, requiring the Trust to be consulted by local authorities on planning applications which 

include ‘development involving any land on which there is a theatre’.  

Advice: The Trust actively encourages theatre owners and operators to invest in their buildings 

to ensure they meet current building, access and safety standards and the needs and 

expectations of modern audiences, staff, performers and producers. We therefore support this 

scheme to convert the former restaurant into a rehearsal/ function space and to improve the 

front and back of house facilities to sustain and support the ongoing vitality and viability of the 

Headgate Theatre.  

Given the current economic and financial conditions, most small scale theatres can no longer 

survive on ticket sales or subsidies and need to diversify their offer to maximise potential 

income and the use of their venues. Conversion of the now vacant restaurant to a rehearsal and 

function room will help the theatre meet its social and financial objectives, providing both a 

space to support their own productions, but one that can also be hired out and activate the 

building throughout the day. We note the mezzanine is to be retained, which will mean the full 

height space for much of the room will be approximately 4m wide. While this is similar in 

dimension to the theatre’s stage, we would recommend considering removal of the front section 

of the mezzanine to maximise the width, flexibility and usability of this space.  



We welcome the reopening of the links between the two buildings, with the rear opening 

providing access to additional storage and support space, and the front opening providing better 

public circulation and access to additional toilet facilities. We also support the alterations to 

create additional and upgraded accessible toilets.  

The creation of an additional dressing room is supported, as having a second separate dressing 

room space is a legal requirement for when children are involved in a production. Though it 

does appear to mean losing direct access for actors to the existing toilet that will be removed. 

The applicant should consider whether access to the proposed new toilet near the theatre store 

is suitable, or if it would be preferable to rearrange the space to retain the toilet between the two 

dressing rooms. 

Overall, the proposal greatly improves the theatre’s operational capabilities, access, and 

facilities without compromising the heritage or architectural significance of the building. The 

Trust would therefore recommend granting permission.  

Please contact us if we may be of further assistance. 

Yours sincerely,   

   

Ross Anthony 
Planning Consultant 


