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Suffolk Coastal District Council 

 

 

 

Dear Ms Coupe, 

Riverside Theatre, Woodbridge 

Application Ref.: DC/17/5052/AME 

I write regarding the above application for NMA to planning permission DC/16/3385/FU for an 

extension to the Riverside Theatre. Please note that the Theatres Trust was not notified of 

either application, as per our statutory remit.  

Remit: The Theatres Trust is the national advisory public body for theatres. We were 

established through the Theatres Trust Act 1976 'to promote the better protection of theatres' 

and provide statutory planning advice on theatre buildings and theatre use in England through 

The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015, 

requiring the Trust to be consulted by local authorities on planning applications which include 

'development involving any land on which there is a theatre'.  

Comment: The Trust actively encourages theatre owners and operators to invest and upgrade 

their buildings and ensure they diversify their offer to remain viable and sustainable and support 

the communities they serve. The Trust fully supports this application and the reason for 

relocating the extension further away from the railway line.  

We do, however, have concerns about the potential impacts the related internal alterations may 

have on the operation of the main auditorium. The reorganisation of the ground floor WCs 

effectively removes the ground floor change room, leaving only the change room on the upper 

level. Child safety laws require a separate change room for children, in addition to it being 

preferable to have separate change rooms for males and females. We recognise this is not part 

of the current application, and that this may not be an issue for the type of theatre the Riverside 

presents, however, we do strongly recommend the applicant review this issue, as it will be more 

cost effective and efficient to incorporate additional change room or WC space as part of this 

development, rather than retrofitting the building at a later stage.   

Please contact us if we may be of further assistance.  

Yours sincerely,   



   

Ross Anthony 
Planning Consultant 


