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By e-mail:  southplanningteam@westminster.gov.uk  

 

F.A.O:  Nikki Mitchell 

 

Application: 18/01468/FUL & 18/01469/L 

Site:  Playhouse Theatre, Northumberland Avenue, London, WC2N 5DE    

Proposal:  Replacement of existing exterior lighting fittings and lamps. Installation of new LED 

illumination to exterior poster frames. 

 

Remit:  

The Theatres Trust is the national advisory public body for theatres. We were established 

through the Theatres Trust Act 1976 'to promote the better protection of theatres' and provide 

statutory planning advice on theatre buildings and theatre use in England through The Town 

and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015, requiring 

the Trust to be consulted by local authorities on planning applications which include 

'development involving any land on which there is a theatre'. 

 

Comment:  

The Trust supports this proposal for replacement exterior lighting and fittings, and new LED 

lighting to exterior poster frames without current lighting.   

 

In terms of the replacement of existing lighting and fittings, we believe the proposal will reduce 

costs to the theatre and improve its environmental sustainability without detracting from the 

theatres appearance and heritage value.  The Westminster City Plan (2016) highlights the 

area’s high greenhouse gas emissions arising from the cumulative impact of energy use, in 

particular electricity, with Policy S28 seeking the reduction of energy use.  Paragraph 95 of the 

National Planning Policy Framework requires local authorities to actively support energy 

efficiency improvements to existing buildings.       

 

We consider the additional lighting to currently unlit external posters will further increase the 

prominence and visibility of the theatre, thus maximising the theatre’s income and viability 

through capturing increased passing trade.    
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We therefore recommend the approval of this application and the granting of listed 

building consent.  

 

Please contact us if we may be of further assistance. 

 

 
Tom Clarke 

National Planning Adviser 


