
 

     

Ref.: TC/9006223         
 
05 October 2018 
 
Joseph Roberts 
Development Management 
London Borough of Tower Hamlets  
Mulberry Place  
5 Clove Crescent  
London  
E14 2BG 
 
By e-mail:  planningandbuilding@towerhamlets.gov.uk 
 
Application: PA/18/02163/NC 

Site:  566 Thames House Gallery West, Cable Street, London, E1W 3HB 
 
Proposal:  Retrospective change of use of ground floor unit from venue for live music, theatre, 
art, dance and life painting / dance workshop (Sui Generis use class) to yoga studio (D2 use 
class). 
 
Remit:  
The Theatres Trust is the national advisory public body for theatres. We were established 
through the Theatres Trust Act 1976 'to promote the better protection of theatres' and provide 
statutory planning advice on theatre buildings and theatre use in England through The Town 
and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015, requiring 
the Trust to be consulted by local authorities on planning applications which include 
'development involving any land on which there is a theatre'. 
 
Comment:  
The Trust was not directly consulted on this application as per our statutory remit.  Please 
ensure the Council’s systems are updated to ensure we are notified on any future applications 
relating to theatres or theatre buildings within Tower Hamlets.   
 
This unit was previously in use as the Jamboree Club, which was a vibrant music and arts 
venue valued by local people and which also attracted visitors from further afield.  It provided a 
platform for emerging and grassroots artists to perform, helping to nurture new talent.  Venues 
such as the Jamboree Club enhance cultural well-being and provide opportunities for people to 
come together, consistent with the NPPF’s (2018) overarching social objective as one of the 
three pillars of sustainable development.      
 
For an application proposing the loss of a theatre or other such arts, performance and cultural 
space we would seek submission of a thorough assessment and evidence which robustly 



demonstrates that the existing use is no longer required and cannot be made viable.  This 
approach is consistent with Policy DM8 of the Managing Development Document (2013), 
emerging Policy D.CF2 of the Tower Hamlets Local Plan 2031 and Policy HC5.A.1 of the 
emerging London Plan (2017).  Paragraph 92 of the NPPF (2018) guards against the 
unnecessary loss of valued facilities and seeks decisions to plan positively for cultural buildings.  
There is no such information accompanying this application and it is clear from the efforts of 
campaigners following the closure of the Jamboree Club that need and demand for the cultural 
venue remains.     
 
We note the size and character of this unit is compatible with that of a yoga studio and that its 
layout would not preclude performance use returning in the future, therefore we do not object to 
the principle of D2 use.  However this is entirely dependent upon submission of appropriate 
justification as outlined above.   
 
Therefore, without any supporting justification and evidence, we strongly object to this change of 
use and recommend that retrospective planning permission is refused.    
 
Please contact us if we may be of further assistance or if you would like to discuss these 
comments further. 
 

   
Tom Clarke MRTPI 
National Planning Adviser 


