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By e-mail:   

 

Application: 19/00746/OUT 

Site:  The Regent Lancaster Road Hinckley Leicestershire LE10 0AW 

Proposal:  Conversion and extension of existing building to shops and flats (Outline – 

appearance, layout and scale). 

 

Remit:  

The Theatres Trust is the national advisory public body for theatres. We were established 

through the Theatres Trust Act 1976 'to promote the better protection of theatres' and provide 

statutory planning advice on theatre buildings and theatre use in England through The Town 

and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015, requiring 

the Trust to be consulted by local authorities on planning applications which include 

'development involving any land on which there is a theatre'. 

 

Comment:  

Thank you for consulting the Theatres Trust on the above outline application which seeks to 

convert and extend the former Regent site for retail and residential uses.   

 

Regent Theatre was a significant theatre and cinema for Hinckley and its surrounding area with 

a capacity of 1,750.  It became a dedicated cinema although this ceased in 1968 when it 

became used as a bingo hall which continued to 2013.  The auditorium was demolished the 

following year with just the frontage and foyer being retained.   

 

Although it is regretful that the main auditorium has been lost, we welcome that the façade and 

foyer area was retained as this provides a visual reminder of the cultural history and significance 

of the site and is a positive contributor to the local streetscape.  It is disappointing therefore that 

it appears these plans will result in the loss of much of that character and distinctiveness.        

 

The other primary matters for consideration contained within this application - the layout and 



scale of development - are matters outside of our remit and therefore we wish to provide no 

comment.   

 

In conclusion with much of the theatre having already been demolished we raise no objection to 

the principle of this development but would urge that final designs more closely reflect and 

respect the existing cinema/theatre character. 

   

Please contact us if we may be of further assistance or should you wish to discuss these 

comments further. 

   
Tom Clarke MRTPI 
National Planning Adviser 


