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Site: West Walls Theatre, 12-22 West Wallls, Carlisle, CA3 8UB
Proposal: Installation Of Expanding Grill Gate To Front Of Fire Exit Door

Remit:

The Theatres Trust is the national advisory public body for theatres. We were established
through the Theatres Trust Act 1976 'to promote the better protection of theatres' and provide
statutory planning advice on theatre buildings and theatre use in England through The Town and
Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015, requiring the
Trust to be consulted by local authorities on planning applications which include ‘development
involving any land on which there is a theatre'.

Comment:
This application for planning permission and listed building consent has come to the attention of
the Trust as it involves development at a theatre, the West Walls Theatre.

The West Walls Theatre is Grade | listed due to the city’s historic boundary wall being beneath
the building. It is a valued community theatre operated by the Green Room Club and run by its
volunteers and members. Facilities such as this help improve the cultural and social wellbeing of
local people, bringing people together and providing opportunities for participation and
engagement in the arts. Paragraph 92 of the NPPF (2019) seeks planning decisions to plan
positively for cultural facilities. Paragraph 4.42 of the Carlisle District Local Plan 2015-2030
promotes and supports the district’s arts and cultural sectors.

This proposal seeks to install a grill gate in front of a fire exit door along the theatre’s front
elevation. We understand the grill gates have been deemed as required because the space in
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front of the fire escape sits within a small recess which gives rise to anti-social activity. In turn
this poses a safety and security risk; that part of West Walls generally lacks natural surveillance
as it is enclosed by vacant and inactive frontages and the rear of service yards.

We would however generally caution against installing measures which block access to fire
doors unless absolutely necessary. The Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005 states that
“Where necessary in order to safeguard the safety of relevant persons, the responsible person
must ensure that routes to emergency exits from premises and the exits themselves are kept
clear at all times.” Should the grill gate be installed it is absolutely essential it is opened as a first
priority upon the opening of the building and whenever anyone is inside. This will require a
robust management plan and careful oversight by the person(s) responsible for the building.
Aside from the obvious risk to people inside the building from a blocked exit, failure to keep the
exit clear could lead to prosecution and fines which could undermine the theatre’s sustainability.

In conclusion, while we cannot be expressly supportive of this application the location of the fire
exit a few metres from and within site of the theatre’s main entrance (which has its own similar
grill gate) mitigates the risk of this grill gate being inadvertently left closed and there are sound
reasons as to why it is required. Therefore we do not wish to raise an objection although we
would reiterate to the theatre operators that the opening of the gate must be ensured and
carefully managed.

Please contact us if we may should you wish to discuss these comments further.
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