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Application: 20/02377/3RG 

Site:  Open Air Theatre Northstead Manor Gardens Scarborough NORTH YORKSHIRE YO12 7UZ 

 

Proposal:  Variation of condition 1 on decision 16/02308/3RG to allow up to 30 major concerts / 

events each year 

 

Remit:  

Theatres Trust is the national advisory public body for theatres. We were established through the 

Theatres Trust Act 1976 'to promote the better protection of theatres' and provide statutory 

planning advice on theatre buildings and theatre use in England through The Town and Country 

Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015, requiring the Trust to be 

consulted by local authorities on planning applications which include 'development involving any 

land on which there is a theatre'. 

 

Comment:  

This application has come to the attention of the Trust because it seeks to vary a condition at the 

Open Air Theatre, specifically to allow up to thirty concerts and events per year.   

 

The Open Air Theatre was built in 1932 to take advantage of contours which created a natural 

amphitheatre and was the largest open air theatre in Europe.  Seating was a mixture of fixed and 

deckchairs.  It held large-scale musicals and live recordings of ‘It’s a Knockout’.  The theatre 

closed in 1986 and became derelict until a restoration project in 2008 and reopened in 2010.   

 

The theatre is currently limited by condition to thirty events per year of which twenty can take 

place between May to September.  This proposed variation of condition would remove the cap of 

twenty during peak summer months but retain the total of thirty overall.   

 

The Trust is supportive of this variation.  The Open Air Theatre has suffered the impacts of 

Covid-19 like most other venues, with no events having taken place this year.  The sustainability 
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and longer-term viability of all venues have to be supported.  This variation is not seeking to 

expand the venue’s number of events, but to enable their concentration into the time of year 

where there would be greater demand and audience comfort.  Therefore the overall impact on 

the amenity of properties in the theatre’s vicinity would be no greater.  The nature and scale of 

the Open Air Theatre also offers wider cultural and economic benefits to Scarborough, helping to 

draw people in from a wider area.  Therefore the ongoing success of this venue should be 

supported. 

 

In conclusion we are supportive of Condition 1 of decision 16/02308/3RG being varied.    

   
Tom Clarke MRTPI 
National Planning Adviser 

 


