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Theatres Trust announces new 

programme to help theatres across the 
UK become more resilient 

 

Theatres Trust, the national advisory body for theatres, has announced a vital new 

programme – Resilient Theatres: Resilient Communities – that aims to help theatres in 

need across the UK.  The programme, made possible thanks to a £249,900 grant from 

The National Lottery Heritage Fund as well as funding from the Pilgrim Trust and Swire 

Charitable Trust, aims to reduce the threat to At Risk theatres and strengthen the 

theatre sector’s resilience following a difficult few years due to the pandemic. 

 

Thanks to money raised by National Lottery players and the other partnerships, the 

three-year project will focus on supporting communities operating a theatre building, 

and communities considering taking over a theatre building.  The programme will have 

three main strands that will help to boost the sector at this much-needed time. 

 

• A grants programme will fund strategic and organisational development work for 

three to six theatres a year, targeted at those theatres that need it the most. 

Details of this fund will be announced in December.  

• Resilient Theatres: Resilient Communities will feature a new training and 

knowledge sharing programme, including a cohort training programme for groups 

working with Theatres at Risk. A series of free webinars open to all theatres will 

support knowledge sharing and developing expertise across the sector.  

• The project will also develop Theatres Trust’s approach to supporting the sector 

through the procurement of a bank of specialist consultants to boost the Trust’s 

existing advice-giving service.  

 

Commenting on the new project, Theatres Trust Director Jon Morgan says, “We are 

thrilled to have received this support thanks to National Lottery players and to continue 

our relationship with the Pilgrim Trust and Swire Charitable Trust.  As the only 

organisation that works with all the UK’s theatres, we understand the historic and 

cultural significance of theatre buildings and their importance to their local areas.  

Resilient Theatres: Resilient Communities will enable us to help  
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theatres make stronger connections with their local communities and equip them with 

the skills to make a real and lasting impact.” 

 

Stuart McLeod, Director England, London and South at The National Lottery Heritage 

Fund, says, “We are pleased to support the Theatres Trust with this important resilience 

project alongside the other partners.  Our theatres are integral to our communities, but 

they have had to deal with unprecedented challenges in recent years.  We are 

committed to supporting the UK’s heritage to adapt and strengthen its resilience to 

thrive, and this innovative project offers theatres the chance to do just that.  The legacy 

of this programme will be felt for years to come, helping to protect many of our historic 

theatres for current and future generations”. 

 

Sue Bowers, Director, Pilgrim Trust says, “The Pilgrim Trust is delighted to continue its 

relationship with the Theatres Trust and to support this important programme.  Historic 

theatres at risk face a multitude of complex issues that need to be resolved if they are 

to have a sustainable future.  The advice, expertise and encouragement that this 

programme will provide to the groups who are campaigning to save these theatres for 

the future is greatly needed.” 

 

 

Notes to Editors 

 

Theatres Trust 

 

Theatres Trust is the national advisory public body for theatres.  They believe that 

current and future generations should have access to good quality theatre buildings 

where they can be inspired by, and enjoy, live performance.  They champion the future 

of live performance by protecting and supporting excellent theatre buildings which meet 

the needs of their communities.  They do this by providing advice on the design, 

planning, development and sustainability of theatres, campaigning on behalf of theatres 

old and new and offering financial assistance through grants.  

 

Theatres at Risk Register is published annually by the Theatres Trust to highlight and 

support the theatre buildings under threat across the UK.  Theatre are 41 theatres on 

the 2022 list, which was announced in January with an unprecedented 10 new 

additions.  Every theatre on the Register has strong architectural merit or cultural 
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heritage and the potential to be returned to its original performance 

use and be a real asset to its community.  Since 2006 Theatres Trust 

has helped save more than 80 theatres on the Theatres at Risk list.  

http://www.theatrestrust.org.uk/ | @TheatresTrust 

 

 

National Lottery Heritage Fund 

 

Using money raised by the National Lottery, we inspire, lead and resource the UK’s 

heritage to create positive and lasting change for people and communities, now and 

in the future.  Each week, National Lottery players raise £30 million for good causes 

across the UK.  Since The National Lottery began in 1994, National Lottery players 

have raised over £43 billion for projects and more than 635,000 grants have been 

awarded across the UK.  

www.heritagefund.org.uk | Follow @HeritageFundUK on Twitter, Facebook and 

Instagram and use #NationalLotteryHeritageFund   

 

Pilgrim Trust 

 

Pilgrim Trust is an independent charitable trust that was set up in 1930 by Edward 

Harkness to support the urgent and future needs of the UK.  Over the decades, we 

have supported a wide range of causes, adapting to the changing circumstances and 

needs in the UK.  We give around £3 million in grants each year to charities and other 

public bodies that focus on preserving the UK’s heritage or bringing about social 

change.  Our aims are to improve the life chances of the most vulnerable and preserve 

the best of our past for the public to enjoy. 

 

Swire Charitable Trust 

 

Swire Charitable Trust is an independent UK grant making trust. Since 1975 it has 

supported a wide range of charities that share its commitment to delivering positive and 

lasting change to UK society. 
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