











with some disdain in architectural
journals. It was to be some 50
years before any serious study
of his, or indeed any other
British theatre architect’s, work
was published (in short series
of articles on his early career,
by Sean McCarthy, in Theatre
Notebook) and a further nine
years before the appearance
of Frank Matcham: Theatre
Architect, which brought together
a selection of essays on further
aspects of his life and work. Since
then, more recent discoveries,
mainly arising from research
involved during the restoration
of some of his theatres, have
increased our knowledge but the
publication of this new book, a
collection of six scholarly essays,
following a somewhat whimsical
introduction by Alan Bennett, adds
usefully to the rather fragmentary and
scattered accounts already available.
Considering “Frank Matcham
in Perspective,” Andrew Saint
outlines the social milieu and
architectural climate in which
Matcham was working, whilst
Gorel Garlick brings together all
that is so far known of his family
origins and early life and work
before his move to London. In
“Matcham’s Revills’,” Michael
Sell provides a detailed study of
Matcham'’s considerable amount
of work for four theatre owners,
based mainly in Lancashire,
between 1886 and 1903.
Then, from a preliminary
study of the massive collection
of Matcham drawings acquired
for the V&A Theatre Collections
in the mid-1990s, John Earl
draws an illuminating account of

“The Matcham Office at Work,”
outlining the contributions made
by Matcham'’s assistants and

the techniques employed in a
drawing office of the period.
Whilst, in “Frank Matcham &

Co." David Wilmore considers

the input of Matcham's business
partners, Robert A. Briggs and
Francis G.M. Chancellor, as well
as his collaborators and sub-
contractors including, amongst
others, James Stott, engineer and
inventor in the field of gas supply,
heating and ventilation, Felix de
Jong the fibrous plasterer and
Albert R. Dean, theatre furnisher. In
conclusion, lain Mackintosh details
the little known story of Matcham’s
13 year involvement with the saga
of the competition for the Royal
Opera House in the Hague.

Appended to these essay's
are lists of Matcham & Co.'s
known theatre work and the
architectural drawings in the
Theatre Museum collection,
as well as obituaries and
other related articles from the
contemporary press.

All in all this book, with over
over 100 illustrations (many in full
colour), will provide a fascinating
read for Frank Matcham fans and
will hopefully act as a stimulus to
others for further exploration into
still unknown aspects of his life and
work.

GRAEME CRUICKSHANK

Frank Matcham & Co. (ISBN
978-0953412716) is published
by Theatreshire Books Ltd and is
available, price £30 (plus £5 p+p)
from Theatreshire Books, Dacre Hall,
Dacre, North Yorkshire, HG3 4ET.

Pleasures of London

Felix Barker and Peter Jackson
Hardback 249 pp

£30.00

This book is a delight. If you

are a member of the London
Topographical Society, whose
annual sub (like that of the
Society for Theatre Research) is
one of the world's great bargains,
you will have received it already
as a free issue. If not, you will
have to pay your £30, but it will
be money very well spent. Don't
for a minute confuse this with
other, similarly titled, books that
have appeared over the years.
And don’t make the mistake of
seeing it as yet another trade-
manufactured picture book with
jolly captions.

Pleasures of London is an
extraordinary achievement in more
ways than one. The authors, both
outstanding experts in London’s
history and topography, set out to
produce an all-embracing survey
of the pleasures that London has
offered its people from the middle
ages to the swinging sixties. They
wrote of pageants, tournaments,
masques, frost fairs, fairgrounds,
bearpits, theatres, music halls,
circuses, pleasure gardens,
regattas, boxing matches, the
ballet, the opera, concerts of
music, panoramas, cosmoramas,
exhibitions, billiards rooms, freak
shows, football, cricket, croquet,
zoological gardens, ice rinks,
ballroom dancing, cinema - the
list is endless. They illustrated
their text with hundreds (I haven't
counted, but it must be well over
seven hundred) mouth-watering

images, many of them from

Peter Jackson's famous London
collection and many of them never
seen in any modern publication.

But the second, almost
unbelievable fact is that, having
completed their monumental work,
they failed to find a publisher
(even Macmillan were daunted by
the amount of illustration). By the
time the Topo' decided to take on
the task both authors were dead
(Barker died in 1997 and Jackson
in 2003) and the much-travelled
manuscript was in rags. Many
illustrations not held in Jackson's
collection had been lost or had
become unavailable or were in
unreproducible state. Thankfully,
by the combined efforts of many
expert members of the LTS,
practically everything has been
recovered and the book, edited
by Anne Saunders and Denise
Silvester-Carr, has at last made
its appearance as a tribute to its
remarkable authors.

For anyone interested in any
facet of London entertainment,
this delicious book is (and | can't
avoid the hackneyed term) a
cornucopia. Theatres, music halls
and sundry low dives crop up, as
you might expect, in every age,
but you will see them here in wide
angle view, with all of London’s
competing temptations.

JOHN EARL

The Pleasures of London
(Publication No 167) is available,
price £30.00 plus p+p, from the
London Topographical Society, Flat
13, 13 Tavistock Place, London
WC1H 9SH. For further details
visit www.topsoc.org.

Theatres Magazine SPRING 2009 23



Trust news

The Trust’s new Chairman appointed

Rob Dickins CBE took up the post of Chairman of The Theatres Trust on 1 February
2009, following the retirement of Rupert Rhymes OBE. Rob has spent four decades in
the music industry, chairing both Warner Bros Music Publishing and Warner Records.
More recently he started an independent music company, Instant Karma. Away from
his music and business interests, his love of heritage and the arts led to him being
appointed as a Trustee of both the V&A Museum and of the Watts Gallery. He previously
chaired the National Museum of Childhood in Bethnal Green and is also a Visiting
Professor at both the University Of The Arts and London Metropolitan University. He
was awarded a CBE for services to the music industry in 2002. Following his formal
invitation from Barbara Follett, Minister for Culture, Creative Industries and Tourism, he
said, “I will be directing my enthusiasm, energy and experience of promoting creative
talent into giving more people of all generations a chance to enjoy the ambiance of our
theatres. As homes for the nations’ arts and entertainment, these venues are important
and are at the heart of our communities. Making everyone aware of just how valuable

theatres buildings are will be top of my list.”

Two new Trustees announced

The DCMS has also announced the appointment two new Trustees. Tim Foster and Dr Pauleen Lane CBE were appointed on

22 January 2009 and will serve as Trustees for the next three years. Tim Foster is the senior partner in Tim Foster Architects.

Over a period of 30 years he has been responsible for the design and remodelling of over forty different theatres, from low cost
conversions to major refurbishments and new buildings. The practice works with a wide range of clients, including commercial
theatre owners, professional theatre companies, local authorities and educational organisations. He is chairman of the ABTT Theatre
Planning Committee, represents the UK on the OISTAT Architecture Commission and is a board member of the Tricycle Theatre
Company. Dr Pauleen Lane CBE is currently an elected Member of Trafford MBC. As a councillor, she was lead member for the
Waterside Arts Centre project and the Imperial War Museum North and served on the design panel for the Lowry Centre Bridge.
She was previously a board member of English Partnerships from 2001-2005 and Deputy Chair from 2005-2008, and between
2001-2005 was a board member on North West Development Agency. Pauleen currently serves on the board of the Coal Authority
as Chair of the Environment Group and also teaches at the University of Manchester. She was awarded the CBE for services to

local government in 2005.

Trust bids farewell to Rupert Rhymes

Prior to the arrival of its new Chairman, the Trust celebrated the important
contribution made by Rupert Rhymes OBE in his seven years as Chairman at a
special reception in his honour at the Royal Court Theatre on 6 January 2009.
The event was attended by over 150 distinguished guests from the theatre world
and beyond. Photo (from left to right) Timothy West, Rupert Rhymes, Penelope
Keith, Simon Callow and Mhora Samuel © The Stage / Lalayn Baluch

Join Us

Become a part of theatres future

By becoming a Friend or Corporate Supporter of The Theatres
Trust you are showing support and playing an important role in
our work. All donations and subscriptions go directly towards
helping promote and protect theatres for future generations to
enjoy. Members benefit from being well informed of important
developments through Theatres Magazine and our monthly
News Digest.
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For details on becoming a Friend
please call the office on 020 7836 8591
or email friends@theatrestrust.org.uk

For details on becoming a Corporate Supporter
please call the office on 020 7836 8591
or email supporters@theatrestrust.org.uk




Photo diary Dates for
your diary

28 March 2009

The history of Manchester
theatres

11.00am

Tickets £15.00

Walk down the old ‘theatre street’
along Oxford Street and Peter Street,
and hopefully take a peek inside

the old Theatre Royal, the city’s
oldest surviving theatre building. This
illustrated talk is presented by Roy
Rogers, Head of Marketing at the
Library Theatre. Coffee and biscuits
are provided, together with a theatre
information pack. This event will be
repeated on Saturday 6 June. For
further details contact the theatre box
office on 0161 236 7110 or email
r.rogers@manchester.gov.uk.

18 April = 7 June 2009

The Face and Figure of
Shakespeare

Orleans House Gallery,
Richmond upon Thames
Admission Free

Staged to celebrate the 250*
anniversary of the delivery of
Roubiliac’s statue of Shakespeare

to Garrick's Temple to Shakespeare
Theatre ROy al Hy de on the riverside at nearby Hampton,
this exhibition features busts and full
length figures by sculptors Rysbrack,
Scheemakers, Cheere and Roubiliac,
seen alongside each other for the
first time. For further details contact
the gallery on (020) 8831 6000.

Theatres Trust officers visited the Theatre Royal in Hyde in February and met
with representatives of Theatre Royal Onward and the local authority. Despite
the delapidated look of the Grade Il listed building, the damage is superficial in
nature and the theatre could easily be repaired and brought back into use.
Photos: Mark Price

28/29 April 2009

General & contact information BEaSaikocus)
Royal Armouries, Leeds

Trustees The Theatres Trust is the National Advisory Admission Free (if pre-booked)
Rob Dickins CBE (Chairman), Jason Barnes, Dr Phil Clark, Marilyn Public Body for Theatres. The Trust provides 0 o .
Cutts, Venu Dhupa, Tim Foster, Baroness Mclntosh of Hudnall, leadership in the planning and protection Alm.ed g prowdlng 2 reglonal .
Penelope Keith CBE, DL, Dr Pauleen Lane CBE, Chris Shepley CBE, of theatres, safeguarding existing theatres business platform for the entertainment
Sam Shrouder, Dr Phyllis Starkey MP, Pat Thomas OBE, Ben Twist  and improving the planning environment for sector in the north, PLASA Focus

theatres across England, Scotland, Wales ; o X
Consultants and Northern Ireland. It is sponsored by the will feature exhibitors showcasing a
John Earl, Jonathan Lane Department for Culture, Media and Sport. wide range of Iighting, audio, AV and
Staff other industry technologies. A free
Mhora Samuel Director The Theatres Trust : :
Mark Price Planning and Architecture Adviser 22 Charing Cross Road, pr.ogramm_e of educational seminars
Paul Connolly Administrator London WC2H 0QL will be taklng place and The Theatres
Suzanne McDougall Assistant to the Director 3 8
Rose Freeman Planning Assistant Tel: (020) 7836 8591 Ui e b.e hosting an op.en f.orum
Kate Carmichael Resources Officer Fax: (020) 7836 3302 on 28 April. For more details visit
Fran Birch Records Officer info@theatrestrust.org.uk WA
Damian Le Sueur Design and Web Creative www.theatrestrust.org.uk plasafocus.com.
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Conference 09: The Theatres Trust

Experiencing Theatres

9 June 2009
Unicorn Theatre, 147 Tooley Street, London SE1 2HZ 9:00 — 17:00

Make your theatre better for building audiences

Three Year
Conference Balcony Gallery
Supporter Sponsors Sponsors
NS 1)) M 21
CHARCOALBLUE
Book early for Siips
offers and reductions Sponsors

www.theatrestrust.org.uk
events@theatrestrust.org.uk
020 7836 8591 Slips Sponsor Media
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Protecting theatres for everyone




