
The poorest regions in the UK are 
the poorest in Northern Europe



The poorest regions in the UK are 
poorer than anywhere  in Northern 
Europe

All these regions are 
poorer than anywhere 
in France, Germany, 
Belgium, the 
Netherlands, 
Luxembourg, Austria, 
Ireland, Denmark, 
Finland and Sweden



Adapted from the presentation made by Professor Philp McCann to the Regional Studies Association

The reality of the UK regional and 
urban problem: worst in OECD 

UK Interregional problem is the worst in 
the OECD 
UK is diverging, dislocating and 
decoupling into 3 different economies:
1. London, the South and East Anglia
2. Scotland 
3. West Midlands, East Midland, North 

West, Yorkshire and Humberside, 
North East, Wales, Northern Ireland





Three Pillars to build a strong city



Stage One - Formulating the Vision 



Stage Two - Assembling the Assets







City Campus

Music, Arts and 
Culture Quarter



Empire Theatre
Dun Cow

The 
Peacock

The Fire 
Station

New 
Auditorium















Stage Three - Delivering the Cultural Dividend 
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