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Presentation Notes
The Mayor has given us a clear mandate. Culture is one of the top priorities.



£42 BILLION
1 IN 6 JOBS

MOST GOOGLED CITY FOR CULTURE
GLOBAL POSITION

INTERNATIONAL REPUTATION
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Culture is the golden thread to this city
His manifesto is ambitious and clear for culture 
We want to deliver transformational change by 2020 particularly in the light of Brexit.
Now more than ever before it is critical we nurture and protect the USP of this city
The goal is to future proof London’s cultural offer for Londoners

Here is why:

It generates £42bn to the economy
1:6 jobs are in the creative economy
London is the most googled city for culture
And one of the most connected cities to the world
London is the most visited city on the planet and this figure is rising and people return
19.1 million international and 12.9 million domestic visitors in 2016 spending a whopping £14.9bn in total

Theatre
London theatre is a growth industry with increase in attendances and over half a billion pounds from ticket sales. 
32,000+  theatre goers see a show in the West End on an average night
London has experienced a theatre building boom with at least 30 new venues opening in the past five years



INTERNATIONAL POSITION
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London is a cultural pioneer – authentic, eclectic and internationally appealing.
London was recently named as the world’s most powerful global city for the fifth year in a row beating New York, Paris and Tokyo – 2016 Global Power City Index – Japan’s Mori’s Memorial Foundation – and ranked top for accessibility and cultural interaction.
But we don’t just care about the Instagram moment
Our mission is about securing future economic success and improving liveability 
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So you can see this success is just the tip of the iceberg

But below the waterline there are significant challenges

starting to see major systemic cracks and problems we need to fix to maintain our global position and reputation.



VISION FOR LONDON
Hardwiring Culture into the 

Capital

Support, save and sustain cultural 
places and spaces.
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HARDWIRING 
CULTURE INTO THE 

CAPITAL
London Plan

Meanwhile Spaces

Cultural Infrastructure Plan

Creative Enterprise Zones

Good Growth Fund

Culture & Heritage at Risk

Olympic Park culture & education

New Museum of London
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Highlights include… 

London Plan
CIP
Transport
Protections for cultural infrastructure e.g. agent of change
Meanwhile use – talk about great to see new venues emerging (e.g. talk about the Yard)
opportunity areas – working with stakeholders and partners to embed culture into new developments across the capital and create new cultural destinations. For example, we are working closely with the Royal Docks team placing a culture strategy at the heart of the Royal Docks development.  

Creative enterprise zones
Focus on production > consumption and creating an ecology for theatre sector by providing businesses with proximity to markets
Polycentres e.g. Tottenham, Croydon, Wembley, people will relocate around centres rather than centre of city

Cultural Infrastructure Plan – first in the world and will be published in full in 2018 . It will 
map London’s cultural institutions – from theatres to music venues to dance schools 
Evidence base to help establish a gold standard for hardwiring culture in a global city
Set out a road map to 2030 that will take in to account the needs of London’s creative and cultural industries.

Good growth fund

Culture at Risk/Culture in Placemaking – to respond to the loss of cultural spaces in the city we have we have set up London’s first ever Culture at Risk office. Works directly with businesses and building owners to save, and where applicable reopen cultural venues.  

Culture and Education District
Formerly known as the Olympicopolis – 2 sites: Stratford Waterfront and UCL East Sit.
Largest development in Europe for 100 years
Partners : V& A, The Smithsonian, Sadler’s wells, University College London, UAL London College of Fashion
Opening in 2022.

Museum of London, West Smithfield – Mayor has made the largest capital investment in a culture of any other London Mayor to support the Museum of London’s move to West Smithfield. This will allow the Museum to exhibit more of its collection and fulfil its ambition to engage with every London school child. New concert hall and rebranding Barbican Centre destination.
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