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Application: P/2026/0283 & P/2026/0284
Site: The Pavilion Vaughan Road Torquay TQ2 5EQ

Proposal: Temporary installation to provide viewing gallery and building visiting
area internally to building. Externally, the siting of three temporary buildings to
provide accommodation and sanitary facilities

Remit:

Theatres Trust is the national advisory public body for theatres. We were established
through the Theatres Trust Act 1976 'to promote the better protection of theatres' and
provide statutory planning advice on theatre buildings and theatre use in England
through The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure)
(England) Order 2015, requiring the Trust to be consulted by local authorities on
planning applications which include 'development involving any land on which there
is a theatre'.
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These applications for planning permission and listed building consent were brought
to the attention of Theatres Trust. They seek to install a temporary viewing gallery to
the former stage (now altered) within the Pavilion, and a temporary visitor centre with
accessible WC within external buildings. This will provide public access into the
building and enable the viewing of restoration works.

The Pavilion is a Grade Il listed designated heritage asset. It opened in 1912 as a
concert hall; a stage house extension was added to the east side in the 1930s when
it was adapted for broader theatre use. Internally it featured lounges and a café with
oak panelling and elegant plasterwork. There was a curved balcony, stained glass
and potted palms with open-air promenade and tea garden. Theatre use continued
until 1976 at which time most of the interior was removed for conversion to an ice
rink followed by further alterations in 1986 for a shopping arcade. However, we
believe some theatre-era plasterwork is retained.

The Pavilion was constructed in Doulton’s white Carrara enamelled stoneware tiles
and featured an impressive central copper-covered dome topped with a life size
figure of Britannia. This was complemented by smaller domes on each side of the
entrance surmounted by copper figures of Mercury. Fine cast ironwork in Art
Nouveau style edged the steps to the promenade deck and the octagonal ‘Raj style’
summerhouses. Much of the external fabric and significance survives, albeit in a
deteriorating state.

The Pavilion has now been vacant for some time. We have in recent years been
contacted by many local people and those with an interest in the building who have
highlighted concern at its condition and keen to see positive re-use for this important
asset. We have previously met with the council’s Conservation Officer, and in 2021
we submitted comments in support of listed building consent for repair works and
alterations.

We welcome that a project appears to be progressing by way of investigative works.
There is a public and heritage benefit in providing access to the building and allowing
people to appreciate and understand the works being undertaken. These are
reversible interventions and the internal area being utilised has been previously
altered. There will be some impact on the setting of both the Pavilion and on the
registered parks and garden (also Grade Il listed) within which the Pavilion sits.
Whilst this constitutes less than substantial harm, with reference to paragraph 215 of
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the NPPF we contend the public benefits cited above mitigate this.

We therefore support the granting of temporary planning permission and listed
building consent.

Please contact us if we may be of further assistance or should you wish to discuss
this representation in greater detail.

Tom Clarke MRTPI

National Planning Manager
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